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A Foundation Program 


The primary purpose of an arithmetic 
program in Grade 1 is to provide children 
with instruction that will assist them in the 
acquisition of some fundamental number 
concepts, knowledges, and skills that will 
be of immediate use, and which will serve 
as the foundation for arithmetic work in 
later grades. 

In a foundation program, pupils will ac- 
quire some mastery of arithmetical content. 
For example, pupils will learn to count, to 
read numbers, to write numbers, and the 
like. However, mastery of content in the 
first-grade instructional program is second- 
ary to the important aim of providing foun- 
dation experiences. 

An illustration of this principle is found 
in the area of addition. Many situations are 
presented in this book in which pupils need 
to find the total of two or more amounts. 
Pupils are shown how answers to such ques- 
tions can be found by counting, usually 
applied to a drawing representation of the 
situation.. However, there is no instruction 
on how to add, and there is no algorismic 
presentation of the basic addition facts for 
pupils to study. This is reserved for the next 
grade; the emphasis in Grade 1 is on foster- 
ing readiness for the more formal work of 
succeeding grades. 


Since first-grade children are limited in 
their ability to read, very little text appears 
on the pages in the pupil’s book. The simple 
headings and directions that do appear are 
always read to the children by the teacher. 
Because certain arithmetic words are re- 
peated again and again, by the end of the 
year pupils will pick up a useful reading 
vocabulary for the next year’s work. 

The situation pictured or implied on each — 
page and the questions arising from it are 
always discussed under the guidance of the 
teacher. The activities necessary to solve 
the questions are then carried out, at first 
cooperatively and later with each child 


_ working independently. 


The situations from which the activities 
and exercises arise have been chosen because 
they are meaningful to children-of this age. 
The child sees a need for doing the work 
involved in finding the answers to the ques- 
tions posed. Thus motivation to learn, one 
of the important requirements of meaning- 
ful instruction, is established. 

Pupil textbooks in arithmetic at this level 
can include only a part of the total program 
for instruction. Other important aspects of 
a superior arithmetic program must be pre- 
sented by the teacher. Such activities are 
described in the Teacher’s Edition. 
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Show how much. 


Find the pages. 
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Tell the time. 
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Show tens and ones. 
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How many times? 
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FOR TEACHER RECORDING: (1) Counts by 1’s to 
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